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SUBJECT: DETAINEE RELEASE SITUATION 

REF: SANTIAGO 6365 

1. SUMMARY: RELIABLE WESTERN EUROPEAN DIPLOMATIC SOURCE 
STATES GOC HAS NOT REPLIED TO JOINT ICRC, ICEM AND CHILEAN 
COMMITTEE FOR REFUGEES MEMORANDUM CONCERNING RELEASE OF 
SECURITY DETAINEES, AND THAT ICRC PATIENCE WEARING THIN. 

IN CONTRAST, FOREIGN MINISTER TELLS US 500 DETAINEES HAVE 
BEEN IDENTIFIED FOR RELEASE; ICRC REQUESTED CONVEY THIS 
INFORMATION TO SOVIETS; AND ICRC WORKING WITH ICEM 
ON RESETTLEMENT OF THESE DETAINEES AND THEIR RELATIVES. 

END SUMMARY. 

2. RELIABLE WESTERN EUROPEAN DIPLOMATIC SOURCE TOLD 
EMBOFF OCT. 23 THAT TWO WEEKS AGO ICRC, ICEM, AND CHILEAN 
COMMITTEE FOR REFUGEES SENT JOINT MEMORANDUM TO GOC 
MINISTERS OF FOREIGN RELATIONS AND INTERIOR CONCERNING 
MODALITIES FOR ANNOUNCED RELEASE OF SECURITY DETAINEES. 
MEMORANDUM ASKED 20 POINTED QUESTIONS, SUCH AS: WHAT 
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WISHES TO EXILE? WHEN, IF EVER, WILL THEY BE ALLOWED 
TO RETURN TO CHILE? WILL PERSONS ALLOWED TO REMAIN 
IN CHILE FACE POSSIBLE RE-ARREST ON SAME CHARGE? WILL 
ICRC REPS BE ABLE TO INTERVIEW EACH DETAINEE PRIVATELY 
TO ELICIT GENUINE RESPONSE AS TO THEIR PREFERENCE FOR 
EXILE OR REMAINING IN CHILE? TO DATE, NO GOC RESPONSE 
HAS BEEN RECEIVED, AND THREE ORGANIZATIONS HAVE 
SCHEDULED MEETING FOR OCT 25 TO CONSIDER THEIR FUTURE 
COURSE OF ACTION. SOURCE CAUTIONED THAT EXISTENCE OF 
MEMO IS CLOSELY HELD AND NO DIPLOMATIC REPS HAVE 
ACTUALLY SEEN IT. 

3. SOURCE COMMENTED THAT ICRC APPEARS TO HAVE 
INCREASING DOUBTS ABOUT SINCERITY OF GOC PLEDGE TO 
RELEASE POLITICAL DETAINEES, NOTING THAT OVER A MONTH 
HAS PASSED SINCE CHIEF OF STATE GENERAL PINOCHET'S 
ANNOUNCEMENT, AND NO PERSONS AWAITING TRIAL OR ALREADY 
SENTENCED HAVE BEEN FREED (ALTHOUGH A NUMBER OF THOSE 
AGAINST WHOM NO CHARGES HAVE BEEN BROUGHT HAVE BEEN 
RELEASED). ONE ICRC CONCERN, ACCORDING TO SOURCE, 

IS THAT UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCES DOES IT WISH TO BE 
A PARTY TO WHAT COULD BE INTERPRETED AS THE FORCED 
DEPORTATION OF LARGE NUMBERS OF CHILEAN CITIZENS, 

AGAINST THEIR WILL, ON ORDERS BY GOC. SOURCE OPINED 
ICRC PATIENCE IS WEARING THIN. 

4. FOREIGN MINISTER CARVAJAL TOLD AMBASSADOR MORNING 
OCTOBER 25 THAT SOVIETS HAD REPLIED TO CHIT FAN 
PROBE ON MUTUAL PRISONER RELEASE THROUGH SOVIET RED 
CROSS, WHICH THEN TRANSMITTED TO ICRC. WITHOUT 
COMMITTING THEMSELVES TO ANY ACTION, SOVIETS HAD SAID 
THEY WISHED MORE CONCRETE DETAILS OF CHILEAN PROPOSAL. 
GOC HAS ASKED RED CROSS TO INFORM SOVIETS GOC HAS 
IDENTIFIED 500 DETAINEES WHOSE RELEASE AUTHORIZED. 

ICRC NOW GATHERING INFORMATION ON THESE PRISONERS TO 
CONSULT WITH EMBASSIES OF COUNTRIES WHICH HAVE INDICATED 
DISPOSITION TAKE SOME OF THEM AND IS CONTACTING 
INDIVIDUAL DETAINEES TO DETERMINE THEIR WILLINGNESS TO 
EMIGRATE. CARVAJAL SAID ICEM WOULD BE ATTEMPTING TO 
DETERMINE HOW MANY RELATIVES OF THESE DETAINEES COULD 
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